
 

Louisiana Veterans Coalition 

Camp Beauregard, Louisiana 

MINUTES 
1000 hrs, Saturday, 22 October 2011 

 

Purpose: To stimulate love of country and the flag; To defend the honor, 

integrity and supremacy of our National Government and the Constitution 

of the United States; and to protect the rights and interest of Louisiana 

Veterans Coalition members in matters of state legislation. 

 

 

1. Scheduled meeting called to order by COL Louis T. Dechert, Chairman, 

 Korean War Veterans Association 

2. Invocation given by 1SG Robt C Griffith – Public Relations Officer,  

 173
RD

 Airborne Brigade Association 

3. Pledge of Allegiance lead by LTC Lessie A Griffith – Vice Chairman 

        Coalition Representative for Military Officers Association of America 

4. COL Dechert facilitated an introduction of Members and Guest and 

 signing of attendance roster (see Appendix A) 

5. Minutes of Louisiana Veterans Coalition Meeting of  23July 2011 were 

read by 1SG Robt. C Griffith, Secretary, and approved without objection. 

7. Financial Report dated 30 June 2011 was presented by treasurer Robt.  

 Griffith and approved without objection. ( see Appendix B ).  

8. Member communications –Commander Marion Polk, AMVETS; LTC 

Charles Guidry, Louisiana Council of Chapters, MOAA & Col Barett 

Byrd, USMC Member at Large – Email Regrets. 

9. Guest Speaker – Chairman Dechert introduced a visiting speaker from 

New Orleans,  Mr Fred Fuentes, National Service Officer for the Military 

Order of the Purple Heart. 

     Mr Fuentes spoke extensively on transition issues of returning 

Veterans to include increasing incidents of Post Traumatic Stress 

Syndrome. Additionally, Fuentes stressed the limited availability of 

services and focused on the greater New Orleans area with the critical 

shortage of medical facilities resulting from hurricane damage. Also, the 

overview theme centered on importance of coordination with AMVETS 

and other service agencies. Current issues dealing with homeless veterans 

were discussed.   
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10. Old business – Chairman Dechert 

      Following the lead of Chairman Dechert’s letter of 9 Jul 2011: 

 Open discussion and examination of Veterans concerns as related to 

government failure to fundamentally alter planning, preparedness and 

allocation of resources to prevent unpreparedness in future combat 

confrontations as well as to anticipate related or resulting impacts on 

military personnel and veterans. 

      Chairman Dechert introduced fact sheet on America’s Wars: U.S. 

Casualties and Veterans, with extended comments on the FY 2013 

Independent Budget Critical Issues Report. (see Attached hereon) 

      Following open discussion, a draft Resolution talking paper was 

offered and is open for comments and additional issues  from member 

organizations of the Louisiana Veterans Coalition. Following receipt of 

comments, incorporation of additional issues and resolution of additional 

member input the Coalition will complete, coordinate, obtain member 

approval and distribute the Resolution. (see Attached hereon) – Comments 

may be addressed to: dechert@bellsouth.net 

     Time is of the essence since the Congress is currently addressing all 

federal spending as well as defense and veterans strategies affected by 

announced reductions in the armed forces. 

11. New Business – (see comments above under item #10) 

 A. Election of Officers of the Louisiana Veterans Coalition for the 

2012-2013 slate, to wit: Vice Chairman, Treasurer and Public Relations 

Officer. 

          Secretary Robt. Griffith announced that two (2) nominations for 

Vice Chairman had been received from member organizations, yet both 

were invalid in-as-much-as person nominated (LTC Lessie Griffith) 

already serves as Vice Chairman. 

 Chairman Dechert called for nominations from the floor – None. 

 Secretary Griffith subsequently stated status of slate as unchanged 

until such time as either the Chairman appoints fill of said positions 

and/or nominations are received, announced & confirmed at a stated 

Coalition meeting. (BY-LAWS, Article V, Section 3) 

 B. Announcement of Resolutions – Chairman Dechert 

  ( see comment at item#10) 

 C. Presentation of Certificates – Deferred 

 D. Newsletter and Coordination – Chairman Dechert 

                   Comments/ entries may be addressed to dechert@bellsouth.net 

 E. Courtesy Newsletter/ Website: http://www.ckva.org/i_lvc.htm 
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11. Open Floor Discussion –  

 

A. SGM Paul Cador (Fort Polk Retirement Council) – Identified the 

need for a full time Veterans Representative for each Parish. The 

question of a potential for a Resolution addressed to the 

Louisiana State Department of Veterans Affairs was raised and 

tabled for study and consideration. 

B. COL Grant (Reserve Officers Association) announced the 

upcoming meeting of said Association on 3 December 2011. 

C. 1SG Griffith (Public Relations Officer) conveyed the following 

communications received: 

(1) Louisiana Department of Veterans Affairs is looking 

for donations of military uniforms for display 

           (POC: mike.mcnaughton@vetaffairs.la.gov) 

(2) The American Legion Legislative Committee 

Chairman, Archie Boyette, announced the Fall 

Conference of the Louisiana Departments will be 

 30 Oct 2011. (comments are encouraged) 

  (3)      Fort Polk will host activities for Retiree Appreciation 

   Day on 29 October 2011. 

(3) Louisiana Department of Veterans Affairs continues to 

Schedule Louisiana Veterans Honor Medal Awards 

Events. For more information, please contact LDVA 

toll free at 877-GEAUX-VA or visit 

www.vetaffairs.la.gov . 

 

12. Closing Remarks were made by Chairman Dechert and the meeting 

was ended at 1215hrs. 

 

NEXT MEETING > February 2012 
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Louisiana Veterans Coalition 

Camp Beauregard 

Pineville, Louisiana 

 

Meeting Minutes 

Appendix: A       22 October  2011 

 

 A scheduled meeting of the Louisiana Veterans Coalition was held 

at Camp Beauregard on 23 July 2011.  

 The following were in attendance: 

 

COL Louis T Dechert > Chairman, Louisiana Veterans Coalition (LVC) 

      >Korean War Veterans Association 

 dechert@bellsouth.net : 318-641-8293 / 202-997-9538 (cell) 

LTC Lessie A Griffith >Vice Chairman, Louisiana Veterans Coalition 

>Military Officers Asso of America 

 griffithgrp@hotmail.com : 337-462-0143 / % 337-208-8742 (cell) 

1SG  Robt. C Griffith > Secretary/Treasurer: Public Relations Officer 

 griffithgrp@hotmail.com : 337-208-8742 (cell) > 173
rd

 Airborne Bde 

COL F.W. “Ted” Grant > Immediate Past President 

 Elvieaug02@aol.com : 225-316-3915 (cell)> Retired Officer Asso. 

Lt Col Charles T “Chuck” Tosten, Jr – Order of Daedalians 

 skyrider@suddenlink.net / 318-442-1016 

SGM Paul Cador – Fort Polk Retiree Council 

 Cador2@suddenlink.net : 337-348-1772 (cell) 

Mr Fred Fuentes – National Service Officer,  

          Military Order of the Purple Heart 

 1250 Poydras St, Suite 606, New Orleans 70113 

 fred.fuentes@va.gov : 504-619-4397 : 707-673-7150 (cell) 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Meeting Minutes 

Appendix: B 

 

Louisiana Veterans Coalition 

 

Treasurer Report as of 30 September 2011 

 

 

Report prepared for scheduled meeting – 22 October 2011 

 

Barksdale Federal Credit Union 

Saving Account: 

 

1. Balance as of 30 Jun 2011::        $734.60 

2. Income: (Note 1)         00.00 

3. Dividend & Interest Income:           .92 

4. Expenditures (Note 2):        00.00 

5. Balance as of 30 September 2011:     $735.52 

 

Note 1: No entry 

 

Note 2: No entry 

 

 

Robt C Griffith 

Treasurer 

1786 Glendale Road 

DeRidder, Louisiana 70634 

337-462-0143 / 337-208-8742 

griffithgrp@hotmail.com   
 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


