Louisiana Veterans Coalition
Camp Beauregard, Louisiana

MINUTES
1000 hrs, Saturday, 23 July 2011

Purpose: To stimulate love of country and the flag; To defend the honor,
integrity andsupremacy of our National Government and the Constitution of the
United States; and to protect the rights and interest of Louisiana Veterans
Coalition members in matters of state legislation.

1. Scheduled meeting called to order by COL Louis T. Dechéhairman,

Korean War Veterans Association
2. Invocation given by 1SG Robt C Griffith Public Relations Officer,

173P Airborne Brigade Association
3. Pledge of Allegiance lead by LTC Lessie A GriffitlVice Chairman

Coalition Representative faMlilitary Officers Association of America

4. COL Dechert facilitated an introduction of Members and Guest and

signing of attendance roster (see Appendix A)
5. Minutes of Louisiana Veterans Coalition Meeting of 26 Feb 2011 were read
by 1SG Robt. C Griffit, Secretary, and approved without objection.
7. Financial Report dated 30 June 2011 was presented by 1SG Robt. C.

Griffith and approved without objection. ( see Appendix B).
8. Member communications COL F.W. Grant, Reserve Officers Association
and CQL David L. Lay, President, ARH.A-TEX Chapter of MOAAI Email
Regrets.
9. Guest Speaker Floor was opened to Mr Michael Richardson, Louisiana
Department of Veterans Affairs (LDVA), Regional Manager, Northern/Central
LDVA Service Officed michael.richardson@vetaffairs.la.qov

Mr Richardsondés comments focused on
Rel ocation, ASupport our Veteranso Loui
Small Business Conference andxpo to be held in New Orleans, Veterans
Homes and Announcement of Branch of Service Medallions available for
placement on Veterans Gravesites.
( see Appendix C)
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10. Guest Speakér Floor was opened to 1SG Steve Humphries (GS12),
Chief, Casualty Assistance Center, Ft Polk; Ft Polk Retiree Council and member
of VFW, DAV and American Legionsteve.humphries@us.army.mil

1SG Humphries spoke extensively on T
Missionto include operations for notification of death of Soldiers (Active &
Retired), Support of Soldierds families
services and funeral honors details. ( see Appendix D)

In addition to what is contained in Appendix D, Coabn member
organizations and other interested persons are invited to contact 1SG Humphries
to sign up for formal training sessions in Casualty Assistance matters
(steve.humphries@us.army.mil)

11. Old Busines$ Renaming of the J.J. Audubon Bridge (Pointeoupee and

West Feliciana Parishes) Resolution and subsequent Louisiana Senate actions.

T COL Dechert and COL Byrd (USMC Ret/ Member At Large) briefed the
Coalition on Louisiana Legislativebs ac
renaming of said bridgedr Marine Corps Commandants: General John A.

LeJeune and General Robert H. Barrow.

Bridge remains named the J.J. Audubon Bridge and legislation will be

introduced next year to rename the bridge. Coalition members affirmed pursuing

the LVC Resolution on thls matter which was passed at the February 2011

meeting.

12. New Business Letter by COL Dechert (9 Jul 201%) Examination and
discussion of Veterans concerns as related to government failure to
fundamentally alter planning, preparedness and allocatiohresources to
prevent unpreparedness in future combat confrontations.

Letter was introduced for record and is attached. (see Appendix E).
No Coalition member organization resolutions were offered at this juncture.
COL Dechert discussed the Kora#S FreeTrade Agreement relationship to US
security. A copy of the Korea War Veterans on this matter is attached (Appendix
F).

The LVC will continue coordination with member organizations and
overall veteransodé community to deter min

13. Floor opaed for Discussions > COL Louis Dechert, Chairman
COL Byrd announced as candidate for State Representative.
info@barettbyrd.com
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14. COL Dechert introduced Mr. Richard Holloway fromthe Stdle st or i and s
Office who provided for the meeting facilities for this meeting.
The attendees expressed their appreciation.

15. In accordance with Secretary of Defense instructions" &mmeration,
the Korean Defense Medal for service in excess of 30tiomous days in Korea
subsequent to 1955, was presented by COL Dechert to LTC( R) Lessie A
Griffith.

16. Meeting closed by Chairman Dechert and honors were presented to the
flag of the United States of America.

Attachments:
Appendix A > F

Next Meeting of the Louisiana Veterans Coalition
November 2011
Robt. C. Griffith, Secretary
337-208-8742 /[qgriffithgrp@hotmail.com
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Louisiana Veterans Coalition
Camp Beauregard
Pineville, Louisiana

Meeting Minutes
Appendix: A 23 July 2011

A scheduled meeting of the Louisiana Veterans Coalition was held at
Camp Beauregard on 23 July 2011.
The following were in attendance:

COL Louis T Dechert > Chairman, Louisiana Veterans Coalition (LVC)
>Korean War Veterans Association
dechert@bellsouth.net318-641-8293 / 202997-9538 (cell)

LTC Lessie A Griffith >Vice Chairman, Louisiana Veterans Coalition
>Military Officers Asso of America
griffithgrp@hotmail.com: 337-462-0143 / % 3372088742 (cell)

1SG Robt. C Griffith > Secretary/Treasurer: Public Relations Officer
griffithgrp@hotmail.com: 337-208-8742(cell) > 173 Airborne Bde

Lt Col Charl es T OidéerofiDaekatiansT o st en, Jr
skyrider@suddenlink.net3184421016

COL Barett R Byrdi USMC Ret, Member at Large
barettbyrd@yahoo.cormh703582-9750 (cell)/ 3183805759

LTC Charles fAiBuddyo Guidry, President,
Military Officers Association of America
318 Marilyn Dr, Lafayette, Louisiana 7058
buddy.quidry@lusfiber.net 337-344-0153(cell)

Mr Michael Richardson- Louisiana Department of Veterans Affairs
Regional Manager, Northern/Central LDVA Service Offices

748 Old River Road, Natchitoches, Louisiana
michael.richardson@vetaffairs.la.goV318332-5985 (cell)

BMC Marion Polk - USCG (Ret), AMVETS
3409 England Dr, Alexandria, Louisiana 71303
bmcmpuscg@gmail.com318308-6500 (cell)

1SG Steve Humphries GS-12, Chief, Casualty Asst Center, Ft Polk
VFW / Ft Polk Retiree Council / DAV / American Legion
steve.humphries@us.army.nmiB37-531-6316 (work)
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Louisiana Veterans Coalition

Treasurer Report as of 30 June 2011

Meeting Minutes
Appendix B

Report prepared for scheduled meetin@3 July 2011

Barksdale Federal Credit Union
Saving Account:

1. Balance as of 31 Jan 2011:: $674.44
2. Income(Note 1) 100.00
3. Dividend & Interest Income: 1.48
4. Expenditures (Note 2): 41.32
5. Balance as of 30 June 2011; $734.60

Note 1: Cash donatiori
$100.00 > Anonymous

Note 2:
1 Mar 2011 > Business Cards

Robt C Griffith

Treasurer

1786 Glendale Road
DeRidder, Louisiana 70634
337-462-0143 / 3372088742
griffithgrp@hotmail.com
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Louisiana Department of Veterans Affairs (LDVA)
July 2011 Departmental Update

1. LDVA Cemeteries

a. Construction on the new Central Louisiana (CENLA) Veterans Cemetery located in
Leesville is progressing on schedule. Currently, final construction on roadways and
buuldmgs are being completed. The next phase of construction will include landscaping
" and installation of signage. Equipment for the cemetery is being ordered and plans are
being made tc hire and train staff. Estimated opening for the cemetery is slated to
remain early 2012 providing there are no unanticipated delays.

b. . N9rthwest Louisiana (NWLA) Veterans Cemetery in Keithville will soon be easier to
locate thanks to new signage off I-20. A directional sign is located at 1-20 near Exit 5
effective July 1. Also being installed in mid-July are DOTD signs to be located near Exit 5
both on the approach to the exit and at the bottom of the exit ramp. 2 small directional
signs will also be placed along the route to guide visitors to the site.

2. LDVA Office Relocation _

a. Inspring 2011, LDVA offices relocated to the Galvez Building in downtown Baton Rouge.
The new offices are located at the corner of North and 5% Streets and are a short walk
to the Louisiana State Capitol. Please note the new contact information:

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 94095
Baton Rouge, LA ‘70804
Phone: toll free 1-877-GEAUX-VA (1877-432-8982) or local (225) 219-5000
Fax: (225) 219-5590
3. “Support our Veterans” Louisiana License Plate on sale now _

3. The new plate, which was established as House Bill 1204/Act 104 in the 2010 Legislative
Session, is now available for purchase at all Louisiana State Office of Motor Vehicle
locations, onli,ne at www.expresslane.org or by calling (225) 925-6146. “Support Our
Veterans’ hcense plates are available for purchase for a one-time fee of $25in addmon
to regular fees with proceeds going to the Mili itary Family Assistance Fund.

= SUPPORT CHR VETERANS =




4. LDVA to participate in National Veteran Small Business Conference and Expo to be held in
New Orleans

d.

LDVA will participate in the 7 Annual National Veteran Small Business Conference and

Expo, hosted by VA, on August 15-18th, 2011 at the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center

in New Orleans. This is the largest nationwide conference of its kind and provides
Veteran-Owned and Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Businesses an opportunity
to learn, network and market their businesses. This is not only a great opportunity for
Louisiana’s own Veteran-Owned small businesses but also a great opportunity to
showcase Louisiana as a fantastic place to do business and attract national attention to

" the area. For more information and to register as a participant or exhibitor, please visit:

a.

~

www.nationalveteransconference.com .

Veterans Homes

LDVA's 5 Veterans Homes were just rated 5" in the nation for efficiency and have a 95%

~ occupancy rate compared to 72% private sector average. The homes continue to

operate well and are open to Veterans and their spouses.

Liberty Hill Apartments for Senior Veterans are now open on the grounds of the
Louisiana Veterans Home in Jackson near Baton Rouge. These are designed for senior
Veterans who may not be ready for full-time long-term care. They feature 8 units and
will include 3 meals a day, light housekeeping, and full use of the grounds at Jackson.
For more infor.mation, please call 225-634-5265.

6. VA Announces Branch of Service .Medallions available for placement on Veterans Gravesites

a.

Bronze medallions signifyirig veteran status are available as a benefit through U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs TVA) to be used as an attachment to the non-
government issued headstone or marker of eligible veterans who died on or after
November 1, 1990. Established in 2007 as Public Law 110-157, the medallions were
recently made available upon request in lieu of a government furnished headstone or
marker. Eligible veterans are entitled to either a government-furnished headstone or
marker; or the new medallion, but not both. Until a new form specifically for ordéring
the medallion is available, claimants may use the form used for ordering government
headstones or markers. The form, #40-1330 is available at wx)vw.va.gov and at LDVA
service offices located in every parish across the state. LDVA is urging veteran service
organizations to help distribute applications for the medallions in hopes of making
Louisiana the top state in the country to take advantage of these memorial honors.




CASUALTY ASSISTANCE CENTER’S
VHSSTION

. 24 Hour contact and operations for notification of death
or wounded Soldiers, dependents, reportable casualties

- Provide 24 hour support to Soldier’s families

. Facilitate Military Funeral Honors for Veterans ,
Retirees and active duty Soldiers

- Provide mortuary services to active duty military

« Train Military Funeral Honors details, Casualty
Assistance Officers, Casualty Notification Officers

- Represent the Secretary Of the Army in Casualty Affairs

. CAC’s are regional. Fort Polk CAC is responsible for all
of Louisiana, all of Mississippi and nine counties of East
Texas



CONTACT INFORMATION

Fort Polk CAC Telephone Numbers

(337) 531-7257/6316/1292 Toll free 1-888-474-0377

Fax :Funeral Honors (337)531-1770 Casualty (337) 531-1565
EMAIL: steve.humphries@us.army.mil

Fort Polk Retirement Services Office 337-531-0363/0402

Navy Casualty 1-800-368-3202 Honors 904-542-6357

Air Force Casualty 210-565-3505 Honors 228-377-1986
Marine Corps Casualty & Funeral Honors 703-784-9512
Coast Guard Casualty 1-800-323-7233 Honors 504-253-6361
Veterans Administration: For copies of DD214 1-866-272-6272

For Burial at National Cemetery Call Center 1-800-535-1117
and fax number is 1-866-900-6417

Louisiana Department of Veterans Affairs, Ms. Robin Keller,
225-219-5005



CENTRAL LOUISIANA VETERANS
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Chairman Louis T Dechert Secretary/Press Officer Robert C Griffith

Post Office Box 925 1786 Glendale Road
Tioga, LA 71477-0925 DeRidder, LA 70634‘
T: 318.641.8293 T: 337.462.0143

FAX: 318.640.8312

T: 318.641.8293

July 9, 2011
Dear Veterans’ Leaders, Colleagues,

With the Fourth of July passed (235 years now) and the Baseball All-Star Game in view,
summer is well advanced and | hope that it has been a good one for you.

This will be a somewhat lengthy communication, leading up to the meeting of the
Coalition at Camp Beauregard in Pineville, on Saturday, July 23, at 10 am, Building 496,
3d. Street. Other details of the meeting will be forthcoming from our Secretary, Robert
Griffith. You may also contact Robert or myself for any additional details or
clarifications—contact information appears on this letterhead.

First, though, | want to take note of the great service of Colonels David Couvillon and
Barett Byrd, each USMC, Ret, seeking to honor two native sons of distinctive service to
the United States as Marine Corps Commandants: General John A LeJeune (1920-
1929) and General Robert H Barrow (1979-1983). Most states have never produced a
Commandant; Louisiana has produced two!

Colonel Couvillon and Colonel Byrd worked tirelessly—along with several other former
servicemen and supporting citizens—seeking the passage of House Bill 200. We did not
achieve all of the objectives of the Bill and will soldier on. Most notably, Colonel Barett
is running for the Louisiana Senate to represent part of the area where | reside.
HOOAH!

Many American leaders, in diverse fields of interest, have become increasingly aware
that all does not look bright for America. There is a new national grassroots movement
birthed from that concern (“Tea Party”). All are belatedly discovering something that
military leaders and veterans have known since 1950, Korea, and more lately Vietnam,
Desert Storm, and the Global War on Terrorism: American security is inseparably-linked
to all other facets of our Nation’s life: economic (including infrastructure), social,
medical, educational, scientific, cultural, and—yes—religious beliefs.

Our Nation’s highest level military colleges have stressed that fact since at least 1975
when | graduated. So why are so many American civilian leaders just now becoming
somewhat aware of the fact? Mainly, | believe, because we stopped the fundamental



requirement of American citizenship several years ago—the requirement for military
service.

The result is that virtually all of the Washington (DC) establishment—including the
Congress,; the White House, and the Department of Defense has never served the
Nation in the fundamental matters over which they now exercise absolute control. And
for the most part they do not appoint, employ, seek guidance from nor socialize with
those Americans who have served their Nation in the Armed Forces.

Thus, we afe noting more and more articles and appearances wherein measures
potentially crippling to our national defense—if not survival—are cast about in a rather
cavalier fashion.

| want to note that | mean measures which essentially break national promises and
contracts with men and women serving today, or those who have honorably served
through to retirement, when | say measures potentially crippling to our national defense.

This issue also involves the full faith and credit of the United States so loftily voiced by
leaders in Washington, with apparent fear and trembling, to wit: most young men and
worhen engaged in bloody contact on foreign soil, cast their very lives on the full faith
and credit of the United States—too frequently ending as neglected sacrifices because
their full faith in the US was not always matched by their government and its leaders.

Let me be clear that | do not accuse the government or fellow citizens of total bad faith,
at all levels—except for the detestable shunning of the Vietnam veterans.

But, failure to fundamentally alter planning, preparedness, and allocation of resources to
prevent the same unpreparedness in future combat confrontations is deadly neglect—
and meets the street definition of insanity: doing the same thing the same way and
expecting different results is insanity.

America’s venerable veterans service organizations have confronted these problems of
fatal neglect and ignorance year-end and year-out for a century. Several of the largest
adopt annual resolutions at state (department-region) and national level. Many of these
resolutions deal with all aspects of American life affecting veterans; others concentrate
on Veterans Administration (VA) matters.

The mission and the purpose of the Louisiana Veterans Coalition according to the
Bylaws, are: ’




Accordingly, the Coalition meeting for July will be centered on an examination and
discussion of veterans concerns, state and nationally. ~-

Members belonging to veterans’ service organizations (VFW, DAV, AL, PVA, MC
League, AF -Association, etc.), representatives of veterans groups, and concerned
supporters and administrators are invited to bring copies of their Official Resolutions
and present them to the Coalition meeting.

The Coalition may desire to consider the results with a view to what role—IF ANY—the
LVC might consider.

Anyone desiring time for their concerns on the Agenda should contact Secretary Robert
Griffith.

| am requesting that Colonel Couvillon and/or Colonel Byrd present a report regarding
HB 200. e -

| am also attaching a copy of the current LVC By-laws. They have not been examined
for some time now; many of the newer members may not have seen them—that was my
case. Members are invited to propose edits and/or amendments for consideration.

Please share this call for the meeting with all veterans groups who might have an
interest. We encourage visitors and new members. '

Cordially,

Lowis T Dechent
=

Chairman, Louisiana Veterans Coalition, 2011-2012

Chairman, Combined KOREAN-US Veterans Association, CKVA (Prov)

National President and Chairman of the Board, KWVA/USA, 2004-2008

Founder and Co-Chairman, US Federation of Korea Veterans Organizations, USFKVO
[Successful Sponsors of Medal of Honor Resolution for Father Emil Kapaun,

Chaplain, 8" Cavalry Regiment, Died in Captivity, Korea, 1951]

Chairman, US-Korea Allies Council, UKAC, 2005-2011

Attachments as



'NITED STATES FEDERATION OF
COREAN VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS
POST OFFICE BOX 925
TIOGA, LA 71477-0925

TELEPHONE 202.997.9538
FAX: 318.640.8312 ~

dechert@bellsouth.net

KVAMANE®@aol.com

CO-CHAIRMEN
LOUIS T DECHERT
JEFFREY F BRODEUR

RESOLUTION

A resolution urging the United States Congress to support the Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agreement (KORUS FTA).

WHEREAS the United States and the Republic of Korea share a mutual interest and commitment to peace
and prosperity on the Korean Peninsula and in the region;

WHEREAS during the Korean War 1950-1953, nearly 40,000 American soldiers gave their lives and over 1
million U.S. troops served and fought bravely to secure freedom and liberty for the Republic of Korea;

WHEREAS the United States and the Republic of Korea signed a Mutual Defense Treaty on October 1, 1953
that laid the foundation for more than 50 years of effective deterrence against any and all provocation;

WHEREAS during the Korean War Cease Fire 1954-2007 , over 1200 American soldiers have given their
lives and over 3 million U.S. troops have served alongside the Armed Forces of the Republic of Korea
defending and enforcing the cease fire provisions against incursions and provocations;

WHEREAS 29,000 U.S. troops remain stationed in the Republic of Korea serving and training alongside the
servicemen and women of the Republic of Korea armed forces;

WHEREAS in addition to the blood, political and military ties that bind the United States and the Republic of
Korea together, the two nations also share a dynamic and comprehensive economic partnership;

WHEREAS the Republic of Korea is the seventh largest trading partner of the United States, the sixth largest
market for agricuttural goods and the third largest destination for U.S. foreign direct investment in the
Asia-Pacific region;

WHEREAS in 2008, bilateral trade between the Republic of Korea and the United States reached nearly $80
billion;

WHEREAS the KORUS FTA represents the largest and most commercially significant free trade agreement to be signed
by the United States in over a decade and since the ratification of the North American Free Trade Agreement;

WHEREAS the KORUS FTA will ultimately eliminate tariff and non-tariff barriers, create better jobs, enrich
consumer choice, boost industry, encourage research and development, and enhance overall welfare for
both nations;

WHEREAS the KORUS FTA will immediately eliminate tariffs on aimost two-thirds of U.S. agricultural exports
worth over $1.9 billion, thereby expanding consumption and demand;

US-ROK ALLIANCE WINNING AND DEFENDING FREEDOM IN KOREA SINCE 1950






