
 

Louisiana Veterans Coalition 

Camp Beauregard, Louisiana 

MINUTES 
1000 hrs, Saturday, 23 July 2011 

 

Purpose: To stimulate love of country and the flag; To defend the honor, 

integrity and supremacy of our National Government and the Constitution of the 

United States; and to protect the rights and interest of Louisiana Veterans 

Coalition members in matters of state legislation. 

 

 

1. Scheduled meeting called to order by COL Louis T. Dechert, Chairman, 

 Korean War Veterans Association 

2. Invocation given by 1SG Robt C Griffith ï Public Relations Officer,  

 173
RD

 Airborne Brigade Association 

3. Pledge of Allegiance lead by LTC Lessie A Griffith ï Vice Chairman 

        Coalition Representative for Military Officers Association of America 

4. COL Dechert facilitated an introduction of Members and Guest and 

 signing of attendance roster (see Appendix A) 

5. Minutes of Louisiana Veterans Coalition Meeting of 26 Feb 2011 were read 

by 1SG Robt. C Griffith, Secretary, and approved without objection. 

7. Financial Report dated 30 June 2011 was presented by 1SG Robt. C. 

 Griffith and approved without objection. ( see Appendix B ).  

8. Member communications ï COL F.W. Grant, Reserve Officers Association 

and COL David L. Lay, President, ARK-LA-TEX Chapter of MOAA ï Email 

Regrets. 

9. Guest Speaker ï Floor was opened to Mr Michael Richardson, Louisiana 

Department of Veterans Affairs (LDVA), Regional Manager, Northern/Central 

LDVA Service Offices ï michael.richardson@vetaffairs.la.gov  

 Mr Richardsonôs comments focused on LDVA Cemeteries, LDVA Office 

Relocation, ñSupport our Veteransò Louisiana License Plate, National Veteran 

Small Business Conference and Expo to be held in New Orleans, Veterans 

Homes and Announcement of Branch of Service Medallions available for 

placement on Veterans Gravesites. 

( see Appendix C) 
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10. Guest Speaker ï Floor was opened to 1SG Steve Humphries (GS12), 

Chief, Casualty Assistance Center, Ft Polk; Ft Polk Retiree Council and member 

of VFW, DAV and American Legion- steve.humphries@us.army.mil 

 1SG Humphries spoke extensively on The Casualty Assistance Centerôs 

Mission to include operations for notification of death of Soldiers (Active & 

Retired), Support of Soldierôs families, Military Funeral Honors, mortuary 

services and funeral honors details. ( see Appendix D)  

 In addition to what is contained in Appendix D, Coalition member 

organizations and other interested persons are invited to contact 1SG Humphries 

to sign up for formal training sessions in Casualty Assistance matters 

(steve.humphries@us.army.mil) 

 

11. Old Business ï Renaming of the J.J. Audubon Bridge (Pointe Coupee and 

West Feliciana Parishes) ï Resolution and subsequent Louisiana Senate actions. 

ï COL Dechert and COL Byrd (USMC Ret/ Member At Large) briefed the 

Coalition on Louisiana Legislativeôs actions and inactions as related to 

renaming of said bridge for Marine Corps Commandants: General John A. 

LeJeune and General Robert H. Barrow. 

Bridge remains named the J.J. Audubon Bridge and legislation will be 

introduced next year to rename the bridge. Coalition members affirmed pursuing 

the LVC Resolution on this matter which was passed at the February 2011 

meeting. 

 

12. New Business ï Letter by COL Dechert (9 Jul 2011) ï Examination and 

discussion of Veterans concerns as related to government failure to 

fundamentally alter planning, preparedness and allocation of resources to 

prevent unpreparedness in future combat confrontations. 

 Letter was introduced for record and is attached. (see Appendix E). 

No Coalition member organization resolutions were offered at this juncture. 

COL Dechert discussed the Korea-US Free Trade Agreement relationship to US 

security. A copy of the Korea War Veterans on this matter is attached (Appendix 

F ). 

The LVC will continue coordination with member organizations and 

overall veteransô community to determine major concerns. 

 

13. Floor opened for Discussions > COL Louis Dechert, Chairman 

 COL Byrd announced as candidate for State Representative. 

   info@barettbyrd.com  
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14. COL Dechert introduced Mr. Richard Holloway from the State Historianôs 

Office who provided for the meeting facilities for this meeting. 

The attendees expressed their appreciation. 

 

15. In accordance with Secretary of Defense  instructions, 50
th
 Commeration,  

the Korean Defense Medal for service in excess of 30 continuous days in Korea 

subsequent to 1955, was presented by  COL Dechert  to LTC( R) Lessie A 

Griffith.  

 

 16. Meeting closed by ï Chairman Dechert and honors were presented to the 

flag of the United States of America. 

 

Attachments: 

Appendix A > F 

 

Next Meeting of the Louisiana Veterans Coalition 

November 2011 

Robt. C. Griffith, Secretary 

337-208-8742 / griffithgrp@hotmail.com  
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Louisiana Veterans Coalition 

Camp Beauregard 

Pineville, Louisiana 

 

Meeting Minutes 

Appendix: A       23 July 2011 

 

 A scheduled meeting of the Louisiana Veterans Coalition was held at 

Camp Beauregard on 23 July 2011.  

 The following were in attendance: 

 

COL Louis T Dechert > Chairman, Louisiana Veterans Coalition (LVC) 

      >Korean War Veterans Association 

 dechert@bellsouth.net : 318-641-8293 / 202-997-9538 (cell) 

LTC Lessie A Griffith >Vice Chairman, Louisiana Veterans Coalition 

>Military Officers Asso of America 

 griffithgrp@hotmail.com : 337-462-0143 / % 337-208-8742 (cell) 

1SG  Robt. C Griffith > Secretary/Treasurer: Public Relations Officer 

 griffithgrp@hotmail.com : 337-208-8742 (cell) > 173
rd

 Airborne Bde 

Lt Col Charles T ñChuckò Tosten, Jr ï Order of Daedalians 

 skyrider@suddenlink.net / 318-4421016 

COL Barett R Byrd ï USMC Ret, Member at Large 

 barettbyrd@yahoo.com / 703-582-9750 (cell)/ 318-880-5759 

LTC Charles ñBuddyò Guidry, President, Louisiana Council of Chapters, 

  Military Officers Association of America 

 318 Marilyn Dr, Lafayette, Louisiana 70503 

 buddy.guidry@lusfiber.net ï 337-344-0153(cell)  

Mr   Michael Richardson - Louisiana Department of Veterans Affairs 

         Regional Manager, Northern/Central LDVA Service Offices 

         748 Old River Road, Natchitoches, Louisiana 

         michael.richardson@vetaffairs.la.gov / 318-332-5985 (cell) 

BMC Marion Polk -  USCG (Ret), AMVETS 

 3409 England Dr, Alexandria, Louisiana 71303 

 bmcmpuscg@gmail.com / 318-308-6500 (cell) 

1SG  Steve Humphries ï GS-12, Chief, Casualty Asst Center, Ft Polk 

 VFW / Ft Polk Retiree Council / DAV / American Legion 

 steve.humphries@us.army.mil / 337-531-6316 (work) 
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Louisiana Veterans Coalition 

 

Treasurer Report as of 30 June 2011 

 
Meeting Minutes 

Appendix B 

 

 

Report prepared for scheduled meeting ï 23 July 2011 

 

Barksdale Federal Credit Union 

Saving Account: 

 

1. Balance as of 31 Jan 2011::        $674.44 

2. Income: (Note 1)       100.00 

3. Dividend & Interest Income:         1.48 

4. Expenditures (Note 2):        41.32 

5. Balance as of 30 June 2011:      $734.60 

 

Note 1: Cash donation ï 

 $100.00 > Anonymous  

 

Note 2:  

 1 Mar 2011 > Business Cards 

 

 

Robt C Griffith 

Treasurer 

1786 Glendale Road 

DeRidder, Louisiana 70634 

337-462-0143 / 337-208-8742 

griffithgrp@hotmail.com  
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